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FriendsNews

Friends of Deer Hollow Farm is a non-profit organization supporting
Deer Hollow Farm and its educational programs.

What Happens Inside the Big White Barn
by Nancy Stuhr
must be stored in a rodent proof “cage”. Since this space is so
large, sometimes it is used for events, like the Tot & Family
Farm Tours that were held this year in the fall and winter. A
different animal was featured each week, and story time as held
in the White Barn.
To the right on the other side of the wall are the old animal
stalls and feeders. These are now mostly used for storage but
occasionally an anmal will be kept here. It has been used as a
quarantine area in the past, but right now Paul Bunyun, the
handsome Flemish Giant rabbit makes his home there. He is
very popular with guests. Paul comes outside to greet his fans
during the day in the fenced in pen attached to the barn, and is
safely locked away inside the barn at night.

T

he iconic White Barn at Deer Hollow Farm serves a multitude of purposes that evolve as the Farm’s needs evolve.
It is sometimes called the Goat Barn because this is where
the goats live.
At the ground level, on the left side of the barn is the Milk
Room. This room is where the goats may be milked, the milking
equipment is cleaned and serviced, and animal care products
and supplies are stored.

The barn still has an upstairs storage loft that used to be used
as the Hay Loft. Thanks to the recent renovations to the barn,
it is now safe to walk upon and use this space! It is a very large
space and is used to store the smaller animal carriers and seasonal
decorations, and this is also where the farmers hang rain ponchos
to dry when school field trips fall on a rainy day. The view from
up there is quite impressive! See photo below.

Behind the Milk Room is the goat’s home. This is where they
are safely locked away at night to protect them from predators.
This is also where most of the birthing, known as kidding,
happens.
The center of this barn
is where the animals’ food
is kept. Hay is stored here,
stacked up high in columns.
It takes a lot of hay to feed
a farm, and a lot of space
to store it! In addition to
hay, there is the “food cage”
where the minerals, pellets,
and grains for all of the animals are stored. These items
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Farm Updates
Preparing for Summer
by Nancy Stuhr

The pigs have their own
mud wallow, which is watered regularly so that Martha and George can cool off
by laying in the mud and
water. Pigs do not regulate
their temperatures by sweating, and so must be provided
with mud and/or water so
they can protect themselves
from overheating.

F

arm staff and volunteers prepare differently for each season,
and are currently preparing for Summer. These tasks include
cutting tall weeds and vegetation around the farm. Miguel
and others from Mid Peninsula Open Space have been hard at
work clearing the hillside behind the farm of dead wood and
other fire hazards.
In the barnyard, sun
shades have been installed
to create shade for the
animal pens - especially
needed now after the loss
of the great oak tree in the
barnyard last year. Plans
to plant more trees are in
the works.

In the office, Jessica and
staff are busy fine-tuning
Summer Camp plans and
training new camp counselors.

Sheep Shearing
by Nancy Stuhr

I

n early May, our sheep got a whole body haircut, called “shearing”. This is done at least once, sometimes twice a year for the
adult sheep. In shearing, the wool is clipped from the body,
usually as a whole fleece.

For the smaller inhabitants, the chickens and rabbits, the freezer
is stocked with frozen water bottles. When the temperasture
exceeds 85 degrees, rabbits don’t tolerate the heat well so the
farmers need to monitor the temperature during the day. The
frozen bottles are placed in the rabbit (and chicken) areas on
hot days to keep them cool and comfortable. They are collected
each morning and refrozen to use another day.
The cows receive more straw under their favorite Walnut
tree in the center of the pasture, which offers a very nice shade
canopy. This is a favorite spot for the cows. Extra water sources
are also provided throughout their habitat. A cow can drink 9
to 12 gallons on a normal day, and lactating mommas drink 30
to 40 gallons a day!
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Why do we shear the
sheep? Shearing prevents the
buildup of manure, urine, and
other dirt in the wool which
can lead to a parasitic infection.
Sheep are particularly susceptible
to parasitic infections which can
make them very sick. Removing
the wool allows adequate wool
regrowth to improve the sheep’s
ability to control its body temperature during extreme heat and
cold conditions.

Farm Updates (cont’d)
Once the wool is harvested, many
use the wool to make yarn or even
fabrics. Wool fibers are natural and
renewable, long lasting and durable.
Wool is a great insulator, is lightweight and breathable, and flame
resistant.
Sheep shearing is an art. Shearers
are passionate about their craft and
the sheep that they serve. They receive training and are educated to
shear the sheep with care and respect, gently handling the animals throughout the shearing process. They shear in a pattern
that protects themselves and the sheep. They strive to harvest
the wool without cutting the usable fibers twice and without
nicking the sheep. They make a heavy investment in purchasing
and maintaining the proper tools. These tools leave just enough
wool on the sheep to keep them warm on cooler days, and the
lanolin in their wool acts as a natural sunscreen.
This is hard work! The shearer not only has to properly position and hold the animal in that position, but shear using heavy
clippers all at the same time! These sheep can weigh from 100
to several hundred pounds! Did I mention that they shear with
both hands? One hand to shear and one to hold the skin in a safe
place? This means the sheep are held
in place by the shearer’s body and
feet. It is truly remarkable to see.

strawberries, and squash - will be eaten by students visiting the
Farm for camp who’ll learn about the value of gardening and
growing your own food.
Many of our lucky rabbits, ducks and chickens are even fed
some greens as treats when there’s a little extra.
It may surprise you that even a small vegetable garden such as
this can have a tremendously positive impact on our environment
and carbon footprint.
This garden inspires us to grow!

Kate Jaffe came to Deer Hollow to
shear Mint, Bowie, Knit, Purl and
Clover, and did a great job. The
wool will be sent to a local mill to
be cleaned and spun into yarn which
can be purchased at the farm.
Bowie & Clover
after shearing

Growing Season At The Farm
by Tara Sreekrishnan

T

he next time you visit Deer Hollow Farm, take a stroll by
their new garden filled with some beautiful vegetables,
herbs, and flowers that are thriving and happy.

Farm staff prepared the garden for Spring by planting beds
of cauliflower, broccoli, kale, spinach, arugula, lettuce, chard,
and celery. And this summer, produce from the newly replenished garden - including sweet peas, peppers, tomatoes, corn,
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Spring Farm Tours
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Friends Board News
by Lauren Merriman

Springing Back

A

nd just like that, we “spring” right back into action. Despite minimal programing at the Farm in the past two
years and the uncertain winter months leading into the
Spring, the FODHF Board is staying busy in 2022. Our Board
has been writing grants, planning for summer program support,
assisting at spring tour events and recruiting new members to
the Board. The two Spring Farm Tours held in March and April
welcomed a total of 1,244 visitors and generated $8,708 to the
animals at the Farm. As we prepare for summer, the Friends are
offering scholarships to the Deer Hollow Farm Summer Camp
experience through the City of Mountain View. Generous funding from Mountain View Kiwanis will assist us in sponsoring
kids ranging in age from 10-14 years old. Summer camp at
Deer Hollow Farm is a magical experience and children that
attend remember the experience for years to come. A modified
experience was offered in Summer of 2021. Families and Farm
staff are equally excited to offer a version that looks like the
pre-pandemic summer camp program (complete with bus rides
to the farm, overnight experiences and more). In August, just as
the summer will be wrapping up, Farm staff will turn their focus
to scheduling in-person field trips for elementary aged children
from around Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties. Up to this
point many of these field trips have remained virtual! Finally, the
fall will bring everyone’s favorite, Spooky Times at Deer Hollow
Farm on October 22nd. Be sure to put this date on your calendar
if you are looking for some Halloween Family fun farm style!
From all of us on the Board, we wish you and your family a
happy and healthy summer season and look forward to seeing
you at the Farm!

The FODHF Needs Help!

P

lease consider joining us! The FODHF Board is currently
accepting applications for new board members. If you or
someone you know is passionate about the Farm and wants
to get more involved please reach out to info@DeerHollowFarmFriends.org. We would love to gain team members that have
solid communication skills and a bonus if they have experience
writing grants, preparing financial information, marketing, event
management and/or general fundraising experience. Terms are
3-years in length and the Board currently meets four times a
year (January, March, May and September). We have several
long-time Board members terming out and we need fresh faces
to help make sure our goals to support the Farm continue. The
time commitment is on average 2-5 hours a month!

Meet Your New Board Member

F

riends of Deer Hollow Farm, an all-volunteer 501(c)(3)
nonprofit corporation has welcomed a new face and helping
hand to raise funding for Deer Hollow Farm. We are always
looking for more help! Join us!
New Board member Judy Blumenstein joined the Friends of
Deer Hollow Farm Board in January 2022. Judy is the mother
of two, now grown, boys the oldest attended the Farm as a
camper and the younger of the two worked at the Farm as a summer camp counselor for three
years. Judy has been involved
in finance for the entirety of
her career and currently works
for a privately owned local
foundation where she is the
Director of Finance. She has
taken on the role of Treasurer
and looks forward to contributing to the Friends of Deer
Hollow Farm.
Judy Blumenstein

Many Thanks For Your Service

D

ick Walker joined the Friends of Deer Hollow Farm
in May of 2016 and has served the maximum of two
consecutive 3-year terms on the Board. In his six years
Dick has chaired the Volunteer Project committee and written
numerous grants to secure funding for our scholarship programs,
enhancements and the animal fund. In addition to serving on
the FODHF Board Dick has been a valued education docent
at the Farm sharing his knowledge and love of nature and the
outdoors with elementary school students from around the Bay
Area. We wish Dick a happy and healthy Board Retirement!

Save the Date
Spooky Time
at Deer Hollow Farm
October 22, 2022
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Wonderful Friends
We gratefully acknowledge these generous friends and community organizations who contributed to Friends of Deer
Hollow Farm between November 1, 2021 and April 30, 2022.

Grants

Los Altos Community
Foundation
Mountain View Kiwanis
Foundation
Santa Clara County

Donations
Red-Tailed Hawk

($1,000 to $12,000)

Al & Suzanne Kaiser, in Memory
of Suzanne Kaiser

Andrew Grover,
with Google Match

Anna Tang
Anonymous - Google Employee
Anonymous via Schwab Charitable
Fund

David & Karen Jessen
Dewey & Doris Halligan
Dirk & Venny Hoekstra
Ellie & Dick Mansfield
Emily Janzer
Joy Desai
Julia Kahan
Julie Raymond & Neil Hunt
Manfroy Family
Marcella Stauber
Pamela Lillquist
Ruth Kaempf
Timothy Dylan Wood
Vaswani Family

California Thresher
($500 to $900)

Bonnie Stearns
Chris & Genevieve Halvorsen
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Christine Ludwick
Coleman & Betsy Youngdahl
match by Dell

Jeffrey & Barbara Taylor
Lauren Merriman
Lee Winchell, in Honor of Dennis
Yamamoto & Linda Renner

Mike Hammes
Murari Mani
Radar Foundation, in Honor of
David Fung and Family

Rob Colwell
Robert Friedman
Robert Hauge, in Memory of Mr.

Luis Grant, Virginia Grant Murphy &
Margaret Grant Shea

Roman Scheiter
Richard & Diane Horn
Ruth Hutchins
Susan Casner-Kay & Jack Kay
Tom & Susan Kempe, match by
BMS

Stellar Jay ($300-$400)
Amazon Smile Foundation
Camille Boucher-Veronneau,
match by Google

Carol Jossi
Katherine Miller Wasilenko,
match by Google
Katrina Secoy
Kristin Forster, match by Apple;
In Honor of Judy Webster

California Quail
($200-$250)
Chris & Amy Migdal
Chris & Bill Green, In Honor of

Jessica Morgan

Darwin & Donna Poulos
Don Weden
Frances & Stephen Conley
Greg & Susan Schaffer
Hans Bernhardt
IdaRose Sylvester
Jack Borok
Janet Jezek
Jerry & Sandy Juracich
John & Brenda Robbins
Josh Friedman, In Honor of
Sprout & Hester

Kathryn Stern
Kris & Katie Edwards
Marge Haley, in Memory of Boyd
Haley

Nancy Stuhr
Neil Hendin, match by Google
Olga Bruce, in Honor of Lisa &
Jessica

Patricia Campbell
Raymond & Elsa Heald
Ron & Dorothy Schafer
Sandra Bergan
Sue Gale
Susan Ormsbee, in Honor of
Jamie

Tara Sreekrishnan
Tim Petersen
Tim & Gail Sullivan, in Honor of
Susan Gale

Tom Humphrey

Acorn Woodpecker
($100 to $150)

Andy Lott
Anita Krishnan & Krish Ellath,
matched by Zoom

Anna Miller
Anonymous via Fidelity Charitable
Arthur Robertson
Beatrice Birman & Mary
Malgoire
Bo Sun
Bobye Sunday
Christel Fliss
Doug Cox
Drew Dara-Abrams, in Honor of
Elizabeth Phillips

Eric Helfenbein & Cheryl
Anton
Eugene & Clare Cordero
Evonne Carter
Gary Schlueter
James Chin & Silvia Cen
James Morales
James & Andrew Sandstrom
Jane Kesselring
Joan Meyer, in Honor of Lee
Winchell

John & Mary Jane Edwards
Kathleen & Lee Winchell, in
Memory of Jim Winchell

Kevin & Lesley Hall, in Honor of
Stan Hall

Kevin & Grace Witt
Leslie Nichols
Linda Thomason
Maria Kettman
Marianne Gregersen, in Honor
of Lee Winchell

Merry & Steve Astor
Monty Simpson
Neal & Sonja Locke
Pamela Brands, in Memory of Tom

Larry & Sharon Hicks, in Honor

Paresh & Debra Maniar
Paul Kostka
Richard & Marcia Baugh
Roberta Jorgensen
Roman Scheiter, match by Twillio
Susan Kahn & David Kaskowitz
Sylvia Weiser

Marla Dierkes, in Memory of

Oberhelman

of Betty White

Larry & Dolores Thompson
Liz Montgomery, in Honor of
Montgomery-Eder Family
Shirley & Don Dierkes

Marion Sotcher
Martin & Roberta Schwartz
Ming Zhu
Pamela Carlton
Sharon Man
Shelby Cox, in Honor of Deer
Hollow Docent Lee Winchell

Phoebe ($50 to $80)
Austin Marx
Barbara Goodwin
Bruce England
Carl Baeuerlen & Jim
Hulseman
Carol Peters
Christine Bate
David Keefer, in Honor of Karen
Keefer

Dixie Storkman, in Memory of
Holly French

Ellen & Marvin Schwartz, in

Honor of DHF Staff & Docents (ack
Jessica Morgan)

Fred & Nancy Witteborn
Joan Ferguson
Joan & Greg Loney, in Memory
of Ulf Stauber

John & Sandy Bressler
Josephine Vincent, in Memory of
Judi McCalla

Kimberly Jorgensen, in Honor of

Stephanie Channing
Tomasz Jasionowski & Esin
Salter
Victoria Voinigescu, in Memory
of my father

Walter Keutgens
Hummingbird
($20 to $25)
Henry & Mildred Goltz, in
Honor of Susan Kay

Kevin Henrikson
Konrad Sosnow
Laura Crabb
Leah Castella
Margo Plageman-Lee
Meili Kao
Michelle Smith
Roberta Jorgensen
Thomas MacDonald
Tim & Julia O’Keefe

Roberta Jorgensen

Please join these amazing Wonderful Friends and donate to Friends of Deer Hollow Farm.
You can make your gift via credit card or PayPal at www.DeerHollowFarmFriends.org.
Thank you to Hassan Lashgari and his team at Pine Press, who have printed this color newsletter for the price of black & white.
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D

eer Hollow Farm is a ten-acre educational farm in Rancho San Antonio
County Park & Open Space Preserve,
22500 Cristo Rey Dr, Cupertino, CA 95014.
For information, call 650-903-6430.
FriendsNews is published by FoDHF
for donors who want to help preserve
and improve Deer Hollow Farm.
website www.deerhollowfarmfriends.org
email info@deerhollowfarmfriends.org

Newsletter Conbtributors
Barbara Cole,
Lauren Merriman, Wai Mo,
Nancy Stuhr & Tara Sreekrishnan
Photos by Lauren Merriman
and Nancy Stuhr
Your next FriendsNews will be
mailed in November 2022

To Our Friends
Friends of Deer Hollow Farm
PO Box 4282
Mountain View, CA 94040
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